Produced but not Used

Research on the Arab World and the
lack of Social impact
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Problematic and outline

o Good news and Bad news!

o Relevance of research and (not vs)
internationalization

o 3 profiles of academics
o Methodology

o Qutline:

Difference types of research activities and
taking into account the whole cycle

Three examples of knowledge translation
into public policy




Burawoy’s Typology of Research activities:
Basic questions

oKnowledge for Whom?

o Academic Audience: Peers as THE public
o Extra-Academic Audience: publics

oKnowledge for What?

o Instrumental Knowledge (Pursuit of
means)

o Reflexive Knowledge (Discussion of ends)
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Double delegitimization of the
soclal science

o From the authoritarian state

o From some social groups but
particularly some religious
authorities




Arab East




Arab Maghreb Arab East —




Source of references in the 2009 Arab
Human Development Report (UNDP)
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Knowledge produced but not used

o different ‘policy advisory systems’
(white papers, advisory commissions,
working groups and consultations)

o Campbell & Pedersen: ‘knowledge
regimes’

American one: competition among a
multitude of private knowledge providers

European one: rely more on policy
knowledge from public and semipublic
research organizations and standing
advisory bodies




3 examples: one from France and
two from Lebanon.

o The 90’s Islamic veil
Ceremoniality of the white paper

o Lebanon ‘garbage crisis’
obsolete official process of consultation
Civil society’s use of scientific research
o The Palestinian refugee issue in
Lebanon

Knowledge as means of non-policy and
delay



Agnotology

o Robert Proctor’s agnotology: socially constructed and
politically imposed ignorance

o This offers a framework with which to empirically explore
the things people are intentionally unaware of, and seek
to maintain that lack of awareness (deliberate ignorance)
and the things people are aware of, yet would express a
similar lack of awareness (professed ignorance)

o Ignorance is not ‘a simple omission or gap’, but
‘something that is made, maintained, and manipulated’



Seven general conclusions

o Trust in science is much less related to culture and
more closely tracks with the desire of societal institutions
to either foster or denigrate that trust

o Research and science are not neutral

While some scientific results are stabilized over time, much
of them are unsettled and this is where we find chains of
conflict, controversy, and modalities. Latour tries to show
the simultaneous building of a society and its scientific facts

For SSH: researchers are more free to interpret. The social
theory could be understood not as a collection of verified
facts on a given subject, but simply as an interpretation
that makes society intelligible; i.e. we don’t provide the
public with facts and factual categories, but we reveal only
their ostensible factuality and present them as merely
incomplete answers to sociological questions (Horak 2017)



o The time of preparing the committee
reports, societal debate (through

editorials, mass media and social media)
is part and parcel of the research

Hermeneutics sociology tradition whereby
public sociology through dialogue and
language is inherent part of the professional
sociology
o The Arab authoritarian states are not
interested in having evidence-based
policy. Or, at most, selecting some facts
and disregard analyses that counter a
proposed policy.
Francoise Héritier: “selective deafness”




o Good critical research produced under
authoritarianism often leads to the
marginalization of the career of its authors

figure of prolocutor: the use of ambiguous language
so as to mislead”, ie to use “persuasion to capture
free-floating disposable loyalties with success
dependent upon their rhetorical capacity to present,
create, and appeals to new situations”

o knowledge production becomes more
“socially distributed”. (Gibbons)

o , the Arab university attempt to connect
research into society and private sector has
little impact.

There is a need to think about intermediary
institutions who should bridge between professional
research and its dissemination into public and
policymakers.




Final words

o The world is moving toward more scientization of public policy
through different mechanisms

o There is a debate whether this would constitute a challenge for
the democracy:

Some are rather pessimistic about the expertocracy or “the rise of the
unelected”. (Vibert 2007).

Other such as Johan Christensen and Cathrine Holst consider evidence-based
policy as an inherent part of reasonable conceptions of democratic legitimacy.
Even if this later trend is problematic mostly from approaches that regard
democracy as aggregative, participatory, and intrinsically justified. It is not if
one takes the perspectives of deliberative and epistemically justified democracy.

I am closer to this position which advocates the reduction of the power of
politicians and public servants in public policy and makes this policy more
inclusive. Deliberative democracy stresses indeed the importance of public
discussions prior to a vote. Citizens’ political will are not considered synonymous
with their revealed preferences, but as the transformed outcomes of processes
of argumentation and intersubjective scrutiny. At the same time, I don’t argue
that the ascent of the (organic) academics will be translated automatically into
epistemic merits. Only a closer scrutiny would qualify this ascension.
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VWhat's Next?

Portal for Sodal impact of scientific research
Targeting Research in and on the Arab World (P5ISR)
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